
The Powell Hill Helper

were needed for coal trains westbound 
(north geographically) out of  Colum-

and the helpers, coupled to the front as 

The Corey Hill Pusher 
l Pusher 

operation added helpers mostly to 
manifest freight trains between Aden 

-

were the steepest main line grades on 
the entire C&O system, though merci-

-
able and an automatic coaling machine 

was established here to assist westbound 
coal trains approaching the bridge on 

of  the date this was established, but our 
-

By this time, the H-7 2-8-8-2 
simple articulateds were handling many, 
if  not most, of  the coal trains headed 
for the Hocking Valley’s Parsons yard in 

-

this line were handled by the new Super 

the C&O retained a few, including 

units were cut in about half  way into a 

within a few years the idea of  a helper 

began a regular practice again in the 

It was not regular practice, but 
occasionally a pusher was sent from 
Clifton Forge to Alleghany on the rear 

East From Handley
Pushers on some coal trains east-

caused the return of  stored steam and 

brought out of  storage they oper-
ated out of  Handley as they always 

then when the grade eased off  around 
Hawks Nest they could add more ton-

the load was too much for an H-8 to 

one that had brought the train from 

off  the ready track at Handley coupled 
together then proceeded to their 

Scary Hill Pusher

-
sisted westbound and eastbound coal 

-

The Limeville Pusher

-

grade approaching the bridge from the 



At Peru,  which was located in the 

west of  Peru, or Fulton, 18 miles west 

work here utilized doubleheading and 

on the front, one or two cut in in the 
middle of  the train and another one or 

the helper station at Liberty Street for 

northwest across the southwest-running 
drainage patterns of  the state, creat-
ing numerous stiff  grades on a “saw-

Okeana the grades then ascended from 

as Okeana Hill and was the ruling grade 
westbound, just as Dent Hill was the 

at the top of  the grade and could be 
dispatched from there to make the next 

Chicago Division 
st major helper op-

and up the steep grades out of  that city 

inside Cincinnati, so there was a need to 

the B&O crossing in Cincinnati to 

-

helpers added at C&O’s small four-track 

of  about forty cars took as many as four 


